
   

  

   

                              

 

 

 

 

Since September 2018, we have been trying to get the Richmond Planning Director and Richmond Zoning Board to 

approve our zoning for a Church which will include our International Headquarters, Youth Headquarters, and  

Training Center for our call to Ministers and Youth. Our first property on 725 Progress Drive was denied by The City 

Planner and her committee because they did not approve of spot zoning. So we agreed to withdrawal our first  

application. The planner had told me from the first meeting she was not going to approve our request. From  past 

experience if you do not have the City Planner’s committee approval the planning board will turn you down. Then 

we show her that every Church in Richmond is spot zoned, and there were not many zoning areas that approved 

new Churches for Richmond. So she said she would take that off as a requirement. So we submitted a second time, 

paying our second fee of $100.00 only to be denied by her committee again with no reason other than the Ground 

was zoned Industrial (I2). So we withdrew our application a second time because the City Planner’s Committee were 

not recommending approval of our project. Later we were told by a city representative that we were 

turned down because the city had applied for a state grant from Indiana, which was confirmed by  

another city representative. If they had received a state grant and told us what they were doing we 

would have never applied the second time out of love for our city. 

So we found another property on 1817 Highland Road (pictured to the left) and applied for zoning 

change and The City Planner’s Committee approved it. The Richmond Zoning Board approved it. So we went to the 

Richmond Council for final approval. Please be informed about the denial of our zoning as stated in a portion of the 

front page article in Richmond’s Palladium-Item written by M. Emery (6 February 2019, p. 1 -2), 

“RICHMOND, Ind. — Richmond Common Council on Monday night protected a 4-acre plot of land north of Inter-

state 70 for future commercial development. 

Council denied 4-3 a request by Timothy Cummings to amend zoning for 1817 Highland Road so he could devel-

op a church at that location. The land, which is across Highland Road from the Highland Lake Golf Course park-

ing lot, basically borders I-70 to the north just east of the interchange with U.S. 27. 

With the vote deadlocked, Gary Turner, this year's council president, cast the deciding vote. He had already de-

clared that he would vote against the request by Cummings, who was formerly the pastor for New Creations. 

Councilors Doug Goss, Bruce Wissel and Jamie Lopeman also voted against the request, while councilors Kelley 

Cruse-Nicholson, Clay Miller and Jeffrey Locke supported the request. 

“My one thought about this particular site is that it’s on 70, and I’ve been privy to innumerable meetings where 

people have had the concern that we maybe don’t give 70 the attention it needs as the single most important 

commercial corridor," Turner said.                                                                                 Continued on the next page 

Founded Nov. 1969 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 

things have become new.  2Cor. 5:17 (NKJV) 
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He added that the city's comprehensive plan is being updated and he hopes development of the I-70 corridor will be ad-

dressed in that planning. 

Miller, who spoke prior to the vote in support of the request, said after the meeting that the denial surprised him. 

"I understand the idea we have limited area for development along the interstate, but it's disappointing when somebody 

comes up to develop and we shut them down," he said. 

Miller thinks that the rural areas along I-70 influence travelers to pass the city without stopping. A church, he said, would 

show there is life in the city and might attract travelers to stop at nearby businesses. 

"A church is a perfect part of that development plan," Miller said, pointing out that the church might also attract other de-

velopments. 

Gordon Moore spoke for Cummings, who was out of town, during the meeting. He and others quickly left council cham-

bers after the negative vote. Cummings shut down New Creations on July 30, 2016, and sold the ministry's land at the 

U.S. 40 and I-70 interchange notable for the ministry's giant cross. Cummings' ministry included a boarding school for at-

risk youth, church, summer camp and Easter drama. 

DeAndra Navratil, the city planner, reported to council that the Plan Commission voted 6-0 recommending approval of the 

ordinance that requested the zoning change from agricultural to institutional. That, however, did not sway the councilors. 

Wissel said prior to the vote that he would vote against the request. 

“I do share your concerns that you expressed about being able to develop commercial," he said after Turner had spoken. 

"We have limited commercial space at our interchanges, and that is something for future development I think is important 

to look at.”                                                                            

 Lopeman said after the meeting he thought the vote would be close, and he didn't know how the vote would have turned 

out if Misty Hollis and Ron Oler had been able to attend the meeting. He said he thinks that land will be attractive for com-

mercial development as the U.S. 40 and I-70 corridors become more constricted by development. He noted that the city's 

largest employer, Reid Health, and a housing development for students are both located at the U.S. 27 exit, making that a 

"great area" for development. 

"It seems to me it's a natural," he said.” 

Out of love for Richmond, mine and my wife’s home town. For love of people 

I always try to work behind the scenes to work things out in peace and try to 

bring Glory to God. I still want to do that but I believe with all my heart this 

ruling is against the Church; saying they do not want us in the commercial 

zoning area or close to Interstate 70, because we do not fit there. Where do 

we fit is the question?  As Christians we are to be the light of the world, and 

what better fit is there than the entrance to our beautiful city? The reason we want to be on Interstate 70 is for people to see 

us; for people to find us easily; local people, out of state guests and our foreign guests. We are not just a local Church group. 

We are an International Ministry to the world. At our past location we had weekly visitors, campers, students from all over 

the United States and the world. Yes, our new church ministry’s focus will be a change from the past. We are believing it to 

be even bigger and better than our past church’s focus. So why should we be restricted from being on Interstate 70 when we 

will bring guests from all over the world to Richmond, IN? They will eat and sleep and bring money to our city and we do 

hope we will be a major employer for the area. At our previous ministry I believe we had up to 40-50 employees plus at one 

time. Many people live in Richmond today because they came to work at New Creations and stayed here to make Richmond 

their home. I believe with assistance from our supporters, our city, our friends, our staff, and our affiliates, we will HELP 

MORE PEOPLE in one year than we did in our first 47 years of ministry. 

Love God: Matthew 22:37-38 (KJV): “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.” 

OUR GOAL OUR MISSION 

Love People: Matthew 22:39-40 (KJV): “And the second is like unto it, 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two command-

ments hang all the law and the prophets.” 



Bring Glory to God: Matthew 5:16 (KJV): “Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 

is in heaven.” 

OUR PURPOSE OUR FOCUS 

The Vision for New Creations Chapel Church in 2019     (KJV) 

God has reversed my calling. He first called me to be a Pastor with a focus on youth ages 13-23 and to help Ministers, for 47 years.  Then three years 

ago God reversed my calling. Now I am to focus on Ministers then youth. However, I believe we will minister to more youth in the years to come than 

we did the first 47 years of our ministry. 

Calling: 

1. We are to help seasoned & beginning Ministers. Ephesians 4:11, “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,  

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;” and I Corinthians 12:28, “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles,  

secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”  For which in-

cludes helping: Churches, Mission Organizations and Christian Organizations. 

2. Then we are to help youth ages 13-23. 

3. Yes, we are to minister to all ages adults and children, but youth will not be the main focus.  

4. We are to start as many Churches, Missionary Organizations, and Christian Organizations as possible, and assist as many already  

operational as possible. 

5. We must do it debt free and work through men and women called of God. 

6. Our Church, International Ministry Headquarters, Youth Headquarters, and Training Facility will be in Richmond, Indiana, with a second branch in 

Florida, then others as God leads great men and women called of God to join us. 

7. I am calling on all the Godly men and women to come along side us to accomplish this calling and vision. 

How we will accomplish our vision: 

1. We will call on many to assist us. 

2. Write as many books and manuals that we can to assist us in the calling.  

3. Work through others. Others will lead. 

Sounds impossible? 

1. “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. Matthew 19:26  

2. “Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” Mark 9:23  

3. “And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.” Mark 10:27  

Establish, Assist, & Affiliate: 

We will assist each Church, Mission Organization, and Church Related Christian Organization we establish, assist, and affiliates with the  

desire to help them succeed in their calling. Affiliate Churches will vary according to their written agreement with New Creations Chapel,  

Incorporated. 

Goals: 

1. Start 25 new Churches, Mission Organizations, and Church Related Christian Organization. 

2. Once accomplish first 25 then continue increasing by starting 25 more each time we reach the first goal! 

The first two (minimum in Richmond, IN) will be easy access off of Interstate 70 for local Church people, out of town guest, and foreign guest so we 

can be close to lodging, and restaurants. 

Example: 

Our local Church, Mission Program, Youth Program, Children Program, Music Program, and Educational Program must be the example to our other 

affiliates. Our Newsletter, Web Page, Facebook Page, Twitter Account, Instagram, must be the example for our affiliates. We will reach out and find 

other staff to be our leaders to all those programs. 

First Church: 

God’s House Church is our first established Church, and we have brought in Joseph F. Cummings (no relationship to the founder) to be the Minister 

In Training and if he earns the position (so far he has) he will be our first example of what we are going to do. We will turn it out as an affiliate after 

one or two years once we have the how, when, where, and what’s of our Churches. 

Make Disciples: Matthew 28:19 (KJV): “Go ye therefore, and teach all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost:  
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The temporary church services and location for  

New Creations Chapel, Inc., DBA, God’s House Church  

and ministry meetings for  

New Creations Chapel International Headquarters  

will be held in the conference room 

@                                    

The Meeting room is in the back of the building.  

You will see the entrance sign (above right). 

Church time: Sunday 10:30 AM  

Bible Study: Thursday 6:00 PM 

The Carroll Electric, Inc.  

The Thor Construction 

Company 

1111 N.W. T St. 

Richmond, IN 47374 

“Two Words” We and others have had many BUT GOD! Moments. For a gift 

of $20 or more we will send a copy, when printed, of our book “Two Words” 

 

Hillcrest Baptist 

Church 

3469 Hillcrest Rd 

Richmond, IN 47374 

April 14-16   

6pm nightly 

New Creations Chapel & 

Hillcrest Baptist Church 

in association with  

REALITY OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Presents a Drama of  

Our book “Two Words” that will change your life has been written and is in our proofreader’s hands for 

correction. We are rushing to get it to the printer quickly so we can get it to you asap. Since this is our 

first book please pray with us that we do not miss a step prior to getting it to the printer! 
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